
Morpeth Welcomes Crowds Back to the Gathering  

Organisers were thrilled that audiences and competitors turned out in the unexpectedly fine 

weather last weekend for the Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering, the first since the pandemic closed 

down public events.  Folks turned up from across the region, but also from as far as Devon, London, 

Canada and Peru to experience the 55th annual festival of the county’s music and traditions, with 

many commenting on how glad they were to come along now that things were happening once 

more. 

Among the many highlights were the well-attended group visits to the Clock Tower – its clock luckily 

restored just in time to full working order; Songs of Bagpuss with a mainly adult audience reliving 

their childhood to the original music of Sandra Kerr; the winning Craft Ingenuity prize going to a 

fascinating model butcher’s shop by Janette Govia of Hadston; the ebullient Auckland Shanty Singers 

around almost every corner; and a Maypole dance featuring a poodle and a baby!  

Committee chairman Kim Bibby-Wilson says, “I must pay tribute to all our incredibly dedicated 

volunteers, craftspeople and performers, and thank audiences for their support.  Seeing the evening 

concert audiences and the crowd-lined streets for the morning procession was a great relief.  There 

were all sorts of emergencies cropping up, from needing a replacement custom-built prop for the 

Punch and Judy booth to fielding an extra performer when the star turn lost his voice two days 

before his concert appearance, but we survived. Old friends met up again and new friends, some 

from the online events we’ve held in the last two years, came to the town for the first time. 

“Beforehand we were quite concerned about numbers and income as we’ve not held an in-person 

Gathering since 2019, since the pandemic’s arrival forced us to cancel our best-laid plans for 2020 

quite late in the day. Since then, we know that many festivals have suffered as a result of reluctance 

to commit to crowded events, changes in people’s habits and of course the cost of living crisis. This 

year was always going to be a bit of a testing ground to see whether we could stage the Gathering 

after four years without ticket or sponsorship income. “A number of crucial volunteers and 

supporting groups had fallen by the wayside during Covid while certain venues had moved or been 

altered, but some new helpers stepped forward and when we finally could decide to go ahead there 

was much less time to pull everything together even for a normal year.   

“We’re so glad everyone mucked in and are grateful to all who took part in whatever way, in 

particular the very pro-active staff at the Chantry TIC and the new library, the County traffic 

management team, Morpeth’s hard-working Mayor Cllr Alison Byard, the amazing Norma Froud, 

caretaker of the Town Hall, who takes such a pride in Morpeth’s prime civic building that acts as the 

festival hub, and especially our own Morpeth Gadgy, Alex Swailes MBE. He’s about to turn 91, but is 

still the energetic and inspiring personification of Morpeth. When he warmly welcomed the world to 

the town on Saturday morning he called for three cheers for the costumed Lord Greystoke, and he 

certainly deserves three cheers now from all of us.” 

 

 


